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My Beloved Brothers,

As October arrives and another year begins to move toward its close, I invite
each of us to spend a quiet moment reflecting on one simple question:

How have I been doing as a Mason this year?

Not how many meetings have I attended, what position have I held, or how
well do I know the ritual but have I truly lived as a Mason?

Have I been there when a Brother needed me? Have I practiced patience
when it was easier to become angry? Have I forgiven? Have I listened before
judging? Have I helped someone without expecting recognition? And when I
looked at my own rough ashlar, did I work upon my own imperfections
before pointing toward those of another?

My Brothers, sometimes the most important Masonic work happens when
no one is watching. It happens within the heart.

We entered this fraternity seeking Light, but receiving Light also gives us the
responsibility to live by that Light. Every day gives us another opportunity to
become a little more compassionate, a little more humble, and a little better
than the man we were yesterday.

As we reflect upon these past months, let us not ask whether we have been
perfect. Instead, let us ask whether we are still willing to learn, to forgive, to
serve, and to continue working upon ourselves.

Before this year ends, may each of us look into the mirror and quietly ask:
“Am I becoming the Mason and the man I promised myself I would become
when I first knocked upon that door?”

May the Great Architect of the Universe give us wisdom to recognize where
we must improve, humility to accept it, and strength to continue our labor.

God bless you, my dear Brothers, and may God continue to bless and
protect your families.

Fraternally,
Angel Cardona
Senior Warden in the West

From the West 
From the East 

Monthly Messages 

Hello Brothers and Sisters,

WoW!!! October already......We continue to move forward with bringing in
the new Brothers. We will be having practices for the Fellow Craft Degree
and potentially voting on a new member. Worshipful Kenny has been
moving along with the catechisms. Kudos to him on always doing a great
job with that. 

A few of us participated in the Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 Golf
Tournament at Royal Saint Cloud Links. Worshipful Jeff Hall, Brothers
Bautista and Lacson and myself golfed, if you can call it that. Worshipful
Kenny was my driver, interesting stories if you want to ask........ we took last
place overall. See the photos for more info. 

We have tentatively set the Fellow Craft Degree for November 7  ,
2026. It will be held at 1 p.m. It will be held after Memorial Lodge is
completed. We will be hosting Masters and Wardens that day. Please
come out and support our Brothers.

th

A heads up to all the veterans and their families in our Lodge. I am
planning a catered lunch on Veterans Day. Lunch will be served at noon,
followed by presentations in the Lodge Room. Please plan on
attending........see attached flyer.

I want to remind everyone about the Christmas Parade. We will be doing a
float again and need your help and participation. The parade will be on
December 5  at 10;00 a.m.  I will provide the theme when they have a
meeting about it. 

th

Come on out to the Lodge and be apart of us getting better!!!

God Bless you all.

Fraternally, 
Ernie Paton
407-427-4896
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From the Secretary 

From the South 

                                         

Monthly Messages 

 From the Secretary's desk

I hope this message finds everyone healthy and in good spirits. 

Grand Lodge has introduced a new platform to assist with travel
throughout the district. The application, called Simple Click, is now
available for use.

You can register for the app on any computer or mobile device by visiting:
www.grandlodgefl.app/login and creating your account. The registration
process is straightforward; however, if you need any assistance, please feel
free to reach out by email at saintcloudlodge221@outlook.com and I will
assist you however I can.

Once registered, you will be able to log your visits as you travel to different
Lodges within the district and throughout others. At each event, simply
scan the QR code provided to check in. Your attendance will be recorded
automatically—making the process quick, easy, and efficient.

May God watch over you and your families, bringing peace to a world that
desperately needs it. 

Fraternally, 
Kenneth Stichter, P. M.
St. Cloud Lodge No. 221 F. & A. M.
P.O. Box 700542
St. Cloud, FL 34770-0542
(407)892-3437

Brothers, 

I’m looking forward to being in the east for the Fellow Craft degree. I hope
to live up to your expectations. i would like to ask if anyone would like to
practice over the coming weeks to please contact me as I would love to
practice as much as possible. 

Fraternally, 

Wes
Senior Warden

http://www.grandlodgefl.app/login
mailto:saintcloudlodge221@outlook.com
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Chaplains Corner

Brothers of Saint Cloud Lodge,

Brothers of Saint Cloud Lodge. My topic this month is titled "Where were
you on September 11th 2001"?

I was living in Maryland near Annapolis and working for the power
company. I was 53 years old and had a wife and daughter 13 years old at
the time. I was working the night shift 6pm to 6am and was in bed a sleep
when my wife called home to wake me and told me about the attack. She
told me to pick up our daughter at school. The school was closed down
after the second plane hit the tower. By the time I got my daughter home
the 3rd plane had hit the Pentagon in Washington DC. That was 40 miles
from our home.

The call came down from FAA to ground all air traffic. I have a friend that
worked air traffic control at BWI airport. He had to get all the traffic down
and fine room to park all planes. We have talked about that day many
times over the past several years. He said it was the worst day in 
his time as a controller.

The night of 911 I went into work. We did not know if the power plants
would be a target for attack. We made our rounds looking for anything
out of place. I came across a smell of smoke with no source of fire. All 5
guys on shift came to me and we found the source 30 minutes later. It
was from a careless smoker and the butt was burning on the roof. The
fans pulled the smoke into the plant. After we found the source and put it
out, we all had the same thought. Was someone getting us into one area
of the plant and leaving another area unprotected?

This was my 911 story. I think of it the same way as my parents did about
Pearl Harbor. The major difference is they did not know where it
occurred. 911 was so close to home for me. Many Americans felt anger
towards the Japanese which is very similar to what happened here. We
need to remember those that lost their lives and continue to struggle
mentally and physically with 911.

Everyone here has a story about their 911. Let's not forget.

Fraternally, 
David Smith

Monthly Messages 

From the Treasurer 
“A Master’s Wages”

Excerpted from www.themasoniclight.com

“The Craft has a glorious history; a symbolism the study of which is endless; a curious
legal structure of which law-minded men never tire is so interwoven with the story of
the nation as to make the thoughtful thrill; joins hands with religion in the secret
places of the heart in a manner both tender and touching. These “foreign countries”
have neither gate nor guard at the frontier . . . the Master Mason may cross and enter
at his will, sure of wages wherever he wanders within their borders. 

Master’s Wages are paid in acquaintances. Unless a newly-made Master Mason is so
shy and retiring that he seeks the farthest corner of his Lodge Room, there to sit and
shrink into himself, inevitably he will become acquainted with many men of many
minds, always an interesting addition to the joy of life. What he does with his
acquaintances is another story, but at least the wages are there, waiting for him. No
honest man insures his house thinking it will burn, but the insurance policy in the safe
is a great comfort, well worth all that it costs. It speaks of help should fire destroy his
home; it assures that all its owner has saved in material wealth will not be lost should
carelessness or accident start a conflagration. No honest man becomes a Freemason
thinking to ask the Craft for relief. Yet the consciousness that poor is the Lodge and
sodden the hearts of the brethren thereof from which relief will not be forthcoming if
the need is bitter, is wages from which comfort may be taken. 

Freemasonry is not, “per se,” a relief organization. It does not exist merely for the
purpose of dispensing charity. Nor has it great funds with which to work its gentle
ministrations to the poor. Fees are modest; dues are often too small rather than too
large. Yet, for the brother down and out, who has no coal for the fire, no food for his
hungry child, whom sudden disaster threatens, the strong arm of the Fraternity
stretches forth to push back the danger. The cold are warmed, the hungry fed, the
naked clothed, the jobless given work, the discouraged heartened. Master’s Wages,
surely far greater than the effort put forth to earn them. Relief is not limited to a
brother’s own Lodge. In most Jurisdictions there is a Masonic Home, in which, at long
last, a brothers weary body may rest, his tired feet cease their wandering. 

No Freemason who has visited any Masonic Home and there seen old brethren and
their widows eased down the last long hill in peace and comfort; the children of
Masons under friendly influences which insure safe launching of little ships on the sea
of life; comes away thankful that there is such a haven for him, should he need it,
even if he hopes never to ask for its aid. Stranded in a strange place, no Freemason
worries about getting aid. In all large centers is a Board of Masonic Relief to hear his
story, investigate his credentials and start the machinery by which his Lodge may help
him. In smaller places is almost invariably a Lodge with brethren glad to give a
sympathetic hearing to his troubles. To the brother in difficulty in what to him is a
“foreign country,” ability to prove himself a Freemason is Master’s Wages, indeed. 

Freemasonry is strong in defense of the helpless. The Widow and the orphan need
ask but once to receive bounty. All brethren hope to support their own, provide for
their loved ones, but misfortune comes to the just and unjust alike. To be one of a
world-wide brotherhood on which widow and child may call is of untold comfort,
Master’s Wages more precious than the coin of gold. 

Finally is the right of Masonic burial. At home or abroad no Freemason, know to
desire it, but is followed to his last home by sorrowing brethren who lay him away
under the apron of the Craft and the Sprig of Acacia of immortal hope. This, too, is
Wages of a Master.

Fraternally,
Wor. Jeff Hall
Treasurer, St. Cloud #221
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Past Masters 
Davis H. Gill 1912/13**Davis H. Gill 1912/13**  
W.N. Garner 1914/15 **W.N. Garner 1914/15 **  
E.E. Livermore 1916**E.E. Livermore 1916**  
Sam Brammer 1917/18/53 **Sam Brammer 1917/18/53 **
W.M. Hall 1919**W.M. Hall 1919**  
Lovie C. Riddle 1920**Lovie C. Riddle 1920**  
Ives E. Diefendorf 1921**Ives E. Diefendorf 1921**  
Otto R. Bleach 1922**Otto R. Bleach 1922**  
A. Earle Cowger 1923**A. Earle Cowger 1923**  
Sidney W. Porter 1924**Sidney W. Porter 1924**  
Calvin P. Parker 1925**Calvin P. Parker 1925**  
Dan E. Armstrong 1926**Dan E. Armstrong 1926**  
Holmes E. Crawford 1927**Holmes E. Crawford 1927**  
Lloyd C. Herringer 1928**Lloyd C. Herringer 1928**  
Ralph G. Reynolds 1929**Ralph G. Reynolds 1929**  
L.U. Zimmerman 1930**L.U. Zimmerman 1930**  
Robert H. Johns 1931**Robert H. Johns 1931**  
William H. Dodds 1932**William H. Dodds 1932**  
M. Percy Tindall 1933**M. Percy Tindall 1933**  
Frank Garside 1934**Frank Garside 1934**  
James W. Sage 1935**James W. Sage 1935**  
William J. Thurber 1936**William J. Thurber 1936**  
Henry L. Godwin 1937**Henry L. Godwin 1937**  
Groves M. Mosses Jr. 1938++Groves M. Mosses Jr. 1938++  
John B. Mills 1939**John B. Mills 1939**  
Harvey L. Hersey 1940/43**Harvey L. Hersey 1940/43**  
Floyd E. Davidson 1941**Floyd E. Davidson 1941**  
John E. Hale 1942**John E. Hale 1942**  
John R. Rotundo 1944++John R. Rotundo 1944++  
Ross E. Jeffries 1945**Ross E. Jeffries 1945**  
Albert Depew 1946**Albert Depew 1946**  
O. Frank Kirby 1947**O. Frank Kirby 1947**  
Fred M. Loring 1948**Fred M. Loring 1948**  
Horace Y. Smith 1949**Horace Y. Smith 1949**  
William E. Spencer 1950**William E. Spencer 1950**  
Jay B. Johnson 1951**Jay B. Johnson 1951**  
Curtis J. Bock 1952++Curtis J. Bock 1952++  
Norman Mallet 1954**Norman Mallet 1954**  
James H. Young 1955**James H. Young 1955**  
S. Robert Lackey 1956**S. Robert Lackey 1956**  
Robert H. Chamberlin 1957**Robert H. Chamberlin 1957**
William R. Godwin II 1958**William R. Godwin II 1958**  
Russell J. Depew 1959**Russell J. Depew 1959**  
Lloyd Stalvey 1960**Lloyd Stalvey 1960**  
William S. Byrd 1961**William S. Byrd 1961**  
Laurence Wheeler 1962**Laurence Wheeler 1962**  
Edward Cowley 1963**Edward Cowley 1963**
R.J. Bramhan 1964**R.J. Bramhan 1964**  
George S. Pankey 1965**George S. Pankey 1965**  
Harold R. James 1966**Harold R. James 1966**  
Willis E. Leech 1967**Willis E. Leech 1967**  
James E. Long 1968**James E. Long 1968**  
Arthur W. Campbell 1969**Arthur W. Campbell 1969**  
Allan S. Goodman 1970**Allan S. Goodman 1970**  
Hubert Z. Fryman, Sr. 1971**Hubert Z. Fryman, Sr. 1971**
Hugh E. Wright III 1972Hugh E. Wright III 1972  
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Harris Rumsey 1974**Harris Rumsey 1974**  
Russell V. Zimmerman 1975**Russell V. Zimmerman 1975**  
James L. Swogger 1976**James L. Swogger 1976**  
Robert J. Breese 1977**Robert J. Breese 1977**  
Robert Carlyon 1978**Robert Carlyon 1978**  
Raymond R. Lackey 1979Raymond R. Lackey 1979  
Danny K. Cripe 1980/93**Danny K. Cripe 1980/93**  
Frank T. Hopkins 1981Frank T. Hopkins 1981  
Robert O. Bell 1982**Robert O. Bell 1982**  
James E. Jones 1983**James E. Jones 1983**  
Marshall H. Brown 1984++Marshall H. Brown 1984++  
Robert K. Bumgardner 1985**Robert K. Bumgardner 1985**  
Gerald L. Durbin, PDDGM 1986**Gerald L. Durbin, PDDGM 1986**  
Jay R. Young, Jr. 1987**Jay R. Young, Jr. 1987**  
Eddie C. Williford 1988**Eddie C. Williford 1988**  
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Barry L. Taylor 1991 **Barry L. Taylor 1991 **
Ernest N. Elliott 1992**Ernest N. Elliott 1992**  
Ted R. Smith 1994Ted R. Smith 1994  
Michael E. Rigsby 1995Michael E. Rigsby 1995  
Allen R. Van Horn 1996/2000Allen R. Van Horn 1996/2000  
Jerry W. Little 1997Jerry W. Little 1997  
David W. Stanyon 1998**David W. Stanyon 1998**  
Larry A. Montesi 1999 **Larry A. Montesi 1999 **
Joe Parham 2002 **Joe Parham 2002 **
Alvin R. Sharp, Jr. 2003**Alvin R. Sharp, Jr. 2003**  
Jack V. Miller 2004 **Jack V. Miller 2004 **
Michael Hemphill 2005**Michael Hemphill 2005**  
Allen Antoniac 2006**Allen Antoniac 2006**  
Bob Shonyo 2008**Bob Shonyo 2008**
Joe Moore 2009/10 /13Joe Moore 2009/10 /13
John Cuttitta 2011 **John Cuttitta 2011 **
John Reger 2012/24John Reger 2012/24
Donald Goolsby 2014Donald Goolsby 2014  
Wendel Tomimbang 2015Wendel Tomimbang 2015
William Waggoner 2016William Waggoner 2016  
Sidney Mills 2017Sidney Mills 2017  
John Whitehead 2018John Whitehead 2018  
Gerald W. Newland, Jr. 2019Gerald W. Newland, Jr. 2019
Kenneth A. Stichter 2020Kenneth A. Stichter 2020
Jason Walters 2021Jason Walters 2021
Nigel Mills 2022Nigel Mills 2022
Harry Mapes 2023Harry Mapes 2023
Ernie Paton 2025Ernie Paton 2025

Legend:Legend:  
(**) DECEASED(**) DECEASED  
  (++) UNAFFILIATED(++) UNAFFILIATED  
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John "Big John" Cuttitta (PM)
Lawerence Montesi (PM)
David O'Quinn
Donald Hughes
Danny Cripe (PM)
Jim Wilder (PM)
Bob Shonyo (PM)
Bob Busson
Alvin Sharp
Michael Hemphill (PM)
William Dunkle
Edward Cowley (PM)
Frank Freeman
Ira “Dean” McKitrick
Bill MacIntosh

Looking Back

Old Saint Cloud Masonic Lodge 

What is a Masonic Lodge?
A Masonic lodge is more than a
building; it is a living, breathing
organization made up of and
sustained by the members

themselves. It is a tight-knit group of
men who make solemn vows to one
another and become comrades in

Masonry and life.
Above all, a Masonic lodge represents

open arms, a helping hand, and
brotherly love to every Mason,

anywhere, at any time.
 



Finance:  Angel Cardona, S.W.
Vigilance: Wesley Harley, J.W.
Petitions: W:. Kenny Stichter 
Education: W:. Jason Walters, Historian
Board of Relief: W.M. and Wardens
Investigations: As Needed
Charity: All Masons
Lodge Property: Wesley Harley, J.W.
Mentor's: W:.M:. Ernie Paton 
Events: Angel Cardona, S.W.

Lodge Committee Chairmen 

RAISED IN SEPTEMBER

Oct 2nd
William Corcoran

Jon-Michael Moody

Oct 4th
Harold Shackelford Sr.

Christopher Nelson

Oct 6th
Wallace McLendon

Oct 8th
William Kelly

Oct 24th
Tucker Palacio

Seth Rye Jr.

Oct 26th
Frank Yeasel

Oct 27th
Jeffrey Buffington
Roy Nigel Mills

   



Bill and Virginia Waggoner
Jason Walters

Gary and Nancy Walters
 

Boosters

OCTOBER

2ND

WILLIAM WAGGONER

5TH

TUCKER PALACIO

11TH

CARY BARBAREE

13TH

CARL FSADNI

20TH

TED SMITH

26TH

JON-MICHAEL MOODY

28TH

JAMES POFFENBAUGH

Business Advertisements 
Click to Access 

CALL BROTHER CARDONA

http://www.signalzero.biz/


Masonic Links 
St. Cloud Masonic Lodge No.221 

Central Florida Masons
The Grand Lodge of Florida  

Follow us on Facebook 
@SaintCloudMasonicLodge 221 

Saint Cloud Lodge donates to the
following:

Shriners Hospital for Children
Scottish Rite Foundation
Grand Master's Charity
First Lady's Charity
Masonic Youth
Rainbow for Girl
A Place for Grace
Hopkins Heros

https://stcloudlodge221.org/
https://stcloudlodge221.org/
https://centralfloridamasons.com/
https://www.grandlodgefl.com/
https://www.grandlodgefl.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq7aenv-n1AhWzRzABHSgOBC0QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSaintCloudMasonicLodge221%2F&usg=AOvVaw33orNBtMc02lgqcKSg2E97
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq7aenv-n1AhWzRzABHSgOBC0QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSaintCloudMasonicLodge221%2F&usg=AOvVaw33orNBtMc02lgqcKSg2E97
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq7aenv-n1AhWzRzABHSgOBC0QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSaintCloudMasonicLodge221%2F&usg=AOvVaw33orNBtMc02lgqcKSg2E97
http://masonichomefl.com/


Upcoming MeetingsUpcoming Meetings  Upcoming MeetingsUpcoming Meetings  

Masters and Wardens on Oct 3   at Eola Lodge
No. 207 (0900)

rd

       
 Oct 6, 13, 29 and 27, 2026: 

       PRACTICE @ 1800 (6 pm)
 

Oct 8 , 2026: Stated Communication th

      Supper at 1830 (6:30) / Meeting 1930 (7:30)

Oct 22 , 2026: Stated Communication nd

      Supper at 1830 (6:30) / Meeting 1930 (7:30)

Oct 24 , 2026: Open Books @ Winter Park th

       (0800-1200)

Oct 24 , 2026: District School of Instruction @
Winter Park (1230-1400ish)

th

PLEASE check
centralfloridamasons.com/calendar for
more events. You may need to delete and
reload the webpage due to a recent calendar
change. Calendars 

Keep up to date by
clicking the links below,

check frequently

First Meeting:

Second Meeting: 

Future Ballots / VotesFuture Ballots / Votes 2027 Dues 

Dues notices have been mailed out. 

Dues are being collected via the old fashioned
way of "pay by cash or check" or via PayPal. 

If you wish to pay by check they will be
$190.00. 

If you wish to use PayPal, dues will be
$195.00 be cause of the fees we get charged
by PayPal. 

Please use the QR code below........ 

saintcloudlodge221@google

centralfloridamasons calendar

Grand Lodge of Florida Calendar

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dues Notice: 
You can now pay your dues 

on AMITY. There is an additional fee.
If you do not have AMITY follow this link:

https://player.vimeo.com/video/1032344564?h=5f7f61ef14  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/2/r/month/2022/2/1
https://centralfloridamasons.com/calendar/
https://www.grandlodgefl.com/calendar/


Famous Mason of the Month
John Hancock

John Hancock (January 23, 1737 – October 8, 1793) was an American Founding Father, merchant, statesman, and prominent
Patriot of the American Revolution. He was the longest-serving president of the Continental Congress, having served as the
second president of the Second Continental Congress and the seventh president of the Congress of the Confederation. He
was the first and third governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. His large and stylish signature on the United States
Declaration of Independence led to John Hancock or Hancock becoming a colloquialism for a person's signature. He also
signed the Articles of Confederation, and used his influence to ensure that Massachusetts ratified the United States
Constitution in 1788.

Before the American Revolution, Hancock was one of the wealthiest men in the Thirteen Colonies, having inherited a profitable
mercantile business from his uncle. He began his political career in Boston as a protégé of Samuel Adams, an influential local
politician, though the two men later became estranged. Hancock used his wealth to support the colonial cause as tensions
increased between colonists and Great Britain in the 1760s. He became very popular in Massachusetts, especially after Boston
customs officials seized his sloop Liberty in 1768 and charged him with smuggling. Those charges were eventually dropped; he
has often been described as a smuggler in historical accounts, but the accuracy of this characterization has been questioned.

John Hancock was a documented Freemason who joined the Lodge of St. Andrew in Boston in October 1762. 

Masonic Timeline

1762: Took his early Masonic degrees, with some records indicating he initially received degrees through Merchants Lodge
No. 277 (or No. 1) in Quebec, Canada, around 1762. 

October 14, 1762: Affiliated and became a member of the Lodge of Saint Andrew in Boston, Massachusetts, where he
was sponsored by Thomas Crafts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_Fathers_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriot_(American_Revolution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_the_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_the_Commonwealth_of_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signing_of_the_United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/John%20Hancock#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Hancock#English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colloquialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Articles_of_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sloop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Liberty_(1768)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hancock


MONTHLY PHOTOS
OB80 GOLF TOUNAMENT





William J Thomas, PGM, 
wjthomasnyc@gmail.com 

407-927-8400

Suspension and Expulsion: Part One

As Masons, we have both rights and responsibilities. When we fail to live up to those responsibilities, we may violate
Masonic Law. Each Grand Lodge has its own system of justice, and the details may differ from one jurisdiction to
another. This article offers a general discussion of two serious Masonic penalties: suspension and expulsion. It is
offered for education and discussion, not as a statement of Florida Masonic Law. Note: The Masonic Law of the
Grand Lodge of Florida may not be fully consistent with this commentary.

Because the topic is lengthy, it has been divided into three parts for publication in successive Trestle board
education segments.

===

Suspension

Suspension is a temporary loss of the rights and privileges of Freemasonry. There are two kinds of suspension:
definite and indefinite. In both cases, the Brother is unable to exercise Masonic privileges while suspended. The
difference is how and when restoration takes place.

1. Definite Suspension. Definite suspension means suspension for a fixed period of time. The length of the
suspension is stated in the sentence. During that time, the Brother may not visit Lodges, hold Masonic
communication, or receive Masonic relief. However, he does not lose his Masonic membership entirely. His rights are
placed on hold until the period of suspension ends.

When the fixed period ends, the Brother is restored to his former position without further action, unless the
governing law requires otherwise. For example, if a Lodge officer is suspended for three months, his official duties
are also suspended during that time. Once the three months have expired, he resumes his Masonic rights and, if still
applicable, the office he held before the suspension.

2. Indefinite Suspension. Indefinite suspension has no fixed end date. It continues until the Lodge, or another
authority named by the Grand Lodge, restores the Brother. While suspended, the Brother’s rights and privileges are
placed on hold just as they are during a definite suspension. In either case, suspension should follow proper notice,
due process, and trial as required by the applicable Masonic law.

Restoration works differently for the two kinds of suspension. A definite suspension ends when the stated time
expires, unless the Lodge or Grand Lodge shortens the period according to its rules. An indefinite suspension ends
only when the proper Masonic authority votes or acts to restore the Brother.
For an indefinite suspension, restoration normally requires action at a regular Lodge meeting or another method
provided by the Grand Lodge.

A suspended Brother cannot enjoy the privileges of membership during the suspension. For that reason, some
writers have argued that his dues should also be suspended during that period. Local Grand Lodge law should
always control this question.

The exact vote required for suspension or restoration may vary by jurisdiction. Each Lodge should consult the law
and procedures of its own Grand Lodge.

(to be continued)

---

mailto:wjthomasnyc@gmail.com


Past Master Photo Project
I have been trying to update the Past Master photos for some time now. Below is a list of Past

Masters that I DO NOT have any photos of. Please take a minute to check the list over and if you
know of, or have a photo of someone, please forward it to me.

If you now of a family member of one of our Past Masters that may have a photo or history of
them, that would help out tremendously.

Past Master Years
William N. Garner 1914

E. Edward Livermore 1916
Sam Brammer 1917/18

W.M. Hall 1919
Love C. Riddle 1921

Ives E. Diefendorf 1921
Otto R. Bleach (Bleech) 1922

Sidney W. Porter 1924
Lloyd C. Herringer 1928

Ralph Garfield Reynolds 1929
William H. Dodds 1932

Marion Percy Tindall 1933
Frank Harold Garside 1934
Groves M. Mosses Jr. 1938

John B. Mills 1939
John R. Rotundo 1944
Ross E. Jefferies 1945

O. Frank Kirby 1947
Fred M. Loring 1948

Curtis John Bock 1952
Edward W. Cowley 1963

Hugh Edward Wright III 1972

Food For Thought

The numbers 3, 5, and 7 are progressive stages of moral and intellectual instruction encountered
during the Fellow Craft degree ceremony:

3 (Three steps) Symbolizes the three principal officers of a lodge and the three stages of
human life (youth, manhood, and old age). It represents a moral foundation, discipline, and

devotion to learning.
5 (Five steps) Refers to the five human senses (by which man apprehends the world), the five
points of fellowship, and the five orders of architecture. It signifies the disciplined growth of

the mind and the training of human faculties.
7 (Seven steps) Represents completeness and the seven liberal arts and sciences (grammar,
rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy). This final set of steps leads to

the culmination of knowledge and wisdom in the "Middle Chamber".
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	Monthly Messages
	From the Treasurer
	“A Master’s Wages”
	“The Craft has a glorious history; a symbolism the study of which is endless; a curious legal structure of which law-minded men never tire is so interwoven with the story of the nation as to make the thoughtful thrill; joins hands with religion in the secret places of the heart in a manner both tender and touching. These “foreign countries” have neither gate nor guard at the frontier . . . the Master Mason may cross and enter at his will, sure of wages wherever he wanders within their borders.
	Master’s Wages are paid in acquaintances. Unless a newly-made Master Mason is so shy and retiring that he seeks the farthest corner of his Lodge Room, there to sit and shrink into himself, inevitably he will become acquainted with many men of many minds, always an interesting addition to the joy of life. What he does with his acquaintances is another story, but at least the wages are there, waiting for him. No honest man insures his house thinking it will burn, but the insurance policy in the safe is a great comfort, well worth all that it costs. It speaks of help should fire destroy his home; it assures that all its owner has saved in material wealth will not be lost should carelessness or accident start a conflagration. No honest man becomes a Freemason thinking to ask the Craft for relief. Yet the consciousness that poor is the Lodge and sodden the hearts of the brethren thereof from which relief will not be forthcoming if the need is bitter, is wages from which comfort may be taken.
	Freemasonry is not, “per se,” a relief organization. It does not exist merely for the purpose of dispensing charity. Nor has it great funds with which to work its gentle ministrations to the poor. Fees are modest; dues are often too small rather than too large. Yet, for the brother down and out, who has no coal for the fire, no food for his hungry child, whom sudden disaster threatens, the strong arm of the Fraternity stretches forth to push back the danger. The cold are warmed, the hungry fed, the naked clothed, the jobless given work, the discouraged heartened. Master’s Wages, surely far greater than the effort put forth to earn them. Relief is not limited to a brother’s own Lodge. In most Jurisdictions there is a Masonic Home, in which, at long last, a brothers weary body may rest, his tired feet cease their wandering.
	No Freemason who has visited any Masonic Home and there seen old brethren and their widows eased down the last long hill in peace and comfort; the children of Masons under friendly influences which insure safe launching of little ships on the sea of life; comes away thankful that there is such a haven for him, should he need it, even if he hopes never to ask for its aid. Stranded in a strange place, no Freemason worries about getting aid. In all large centers is a Board of Masonic Relief to hear his story, investigate his credentials and start the machinery by which his Lodge may help him. In smaller places is almost invariably a Lodge with brethren glad to give a sympathetic hearing to his troubles. To the brother in difficulty in what to him is a “foreign country,” ability to prove himself a Freemason is Master’s Wages, indeed.
	Freemasonry is strong in defense of the helpless. The Widow and the orphan need ask but once to receive bounty. All brethren hope to support their own, provide for their loved ones, but misfortune comes to the just and unjust alike. To be one of a world-wide brotherhood on which widow and child may call is of untold comfort, Master’s Wages more precious than the coin of gold.
	Finally is the right of Masonic burial. At home or abroad no Freemason, know to desire it, but is followed to his last home by sorrowing brethren who lay him away under the apron of the Craft and the Sprig of Acacia of immortal hope. This, too, is Wages of a Master.
	Fraternally,
	Wor. Jeff Hall
	Treasurer, St. Cloud #221


	Chaplains Corner
	Brothers of Saint Cloud Lodge,
	Brothers of Saint Cloud Lodge. My topic this month is titled "Where were you on September 11th 2001"?
	I was living in Maryland near Annapolis and working for the power company. I was 53 years old and had a wife and daughter 13 years old at the time. I was working the night shift 6pm to 6am and was in bed a sleep when my wife called home to wake me and told me about the attack. She told me to pick up our daughter at school. The school was closed down after the second plane hit the tower. By the time I got my daughter home the 3rd plane had hit the Pentagon in Washington DC. That was 40 miles from our home.
	The call came down from FAA to ground all air traffic. I have a friend that worked air traffic control at BWI airport. He had to get all the traffic down and fine room to park all planes. We have talked about that day many times over the past several years. He said it was the worst day in
	his time as a controller.
	The night of 911 I went into work. We did not know if the power plants would be a target for attack. We made our rounds looking for anything
	out of place. I came across a smell of smoke with no source of fire. All 5 guys on shift came to me and we found the source 30 minutes later. It was from a careless smoker and the butt was burning on the roof. The fans pulled the smoke into the plant. After we found the source and put it out, we all had the same thought. Was someone getting us into one area of the plant and leaving another area unprotected?
	This was my 911 story. I think of it the same way as my parents did about Pearl Harbor. The major difference is they did not know where it occurred. 911 was so close to home for me. Many Americans felt anger towards the Japanese which is very similar to what happened here. We need to remember those that lost their lives and continue to struggle mentally and physically with 911.
	Everyone here has a story about their 911. Let's not forget.
	Fraternally,
	David Smith
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	Looking Back
	Past Masters
	Old Saint Cloud Masonic Lodge
	What is a Masonic Lodge?
	A Masonic lodge is more than a building; it is a living, breathing organization made up of and sustained by the members themselves. It is a tight-knit group of men who make solemn vows to one another and become comrades in Masonry and life.
	Above all, a Masonic lodge represents open arms, a helping hand, and brotherly love to every Mason, anywhere, at any time.
	A beautiful system of Morality, veiled in Allegory, illustrated by Symbols
	Lodge Committee Chairmen
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